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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Rich Nilsen caught the horse racing bug at a young age when his father took him 
to the racetracks in New York. He eventually attended the University of Louisville 
Equine Business Program with the goal of making a career in the horse racing 
industry. 
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Nilsen has worked the past 29 years in the equine industry, serving many of those 
years as the Marketing Director for Brisnet.com and TwinSpires.com, the Official 
Wagering Site of the Kentucky Derby. 

During his long tenure at the Churchill Downs-owned properties, Nilsen managed 
the successful Players' Pool syndicate, which pooled funds from the account 
wagering members to go after large Pick-6 carryovers. The Players' Pool produced 
a significant profit for the members over several years. One of the best hits was 
when the Players' Pool took down half of the Pick-6 pool on Kentucky Derby Day 
2007, with a gross return of over $500,000.  During those years as captain, the 
Players Pool had a gross profit of +42% for the members. 

Nilsen is an 18-time qualifier to the $3 Million National Horseplayers Championship 
(NHC), the premier horse racing tournament in the nation, and a winner of 8 major 
horse racing tournaments. The NHC is basically horse racing's version of the World 
Series of Poker, with the main difference being that players cannot buy their way 
into the NHC. Players can only win their way in via tournaments held throughout 
the country. Nilsen is one of the top participants in the history of the event, having 
cashed four times.  He was the first player to finish in the top 10 at the NHC twice. 

Nilsen is now the founder and editor of AGameofSkill.com, a site devoted to horse 
racing education and promotion, and a consultant for BetPTC.com, Racing's Best 
Kept Secret. 

 

KENTUCKY OAKS – FRIDAY, MAY 6, 2022 

Churchill Downs, race 11, post time 5:51 ET 

Expected Pace: Fast pace is likely in this grueling 9 furlong classic. Echo Zulu and Yuugiri will 
both flash good early foot and ensure honest fractions. Several other runners will be in close 
pursuit, including the morning line favorite Nest. 

Top Selection: # 1 SECRET OATH (6/1) – will get a favorable, ground-saving trip from the rail 
post and also figures to get first jump on the closers in this large field for the Kentucky Oaks. 
The D. Wayne Lukas trainee suffered a brutal trip last time out as one of the main 
contenders in the Arkansas Derby, but prior to that, she was dominating her own sex.  She’ll 
appreciate the return to this spot with new rider Luis Saez aboard (a major upgrade). Look 
for her to get D.Wayne his first Oaks win since 1990 and add to his historic resume. 
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2nd Selection: # 4 Nest (5/2) enters in razor sharp form and will relish a wet track if the 
main course is a mess late in the day. 

3rd Selection: # 2 Nostalgic (15/1) closed powerfully into a slow pace in the Gazelle S. at 
Aqueduct last time out and is bred to love the 9 furlong distance.  Also bred to move up on 
wet going. 15/1 would be an absurd price on the Mott trainee with Jose Ortiz in the irons. 

4th Selection: # 13 Shahama (15/1) undefeated Munnings filly has been training 
exceptionally well for new trainer Todd Pletcher.  Drew a tough post but could still run a big 
one at square odds. 

Wagering Strategies: Bet #1 Secret Oath to Win.  Exacta box 1-2-4-13 ($24 cost for every $2 
increment).  Trifecta partwheel 1 with 2, 4, 7, 13 with ALL ($44 cost for $1 increments).  
Trifecta partwheel 1 with ALL with 2, 4, 7, 13  ($22 cost for $0.50 increments). 

 

 

KENTUCKY DERBY 148 

 

The Kentucky Derby card represents a very big challenge.  This year’s card, as 
is so often the case, is reminiscent of a Breeders’ Cup card in the sense that so 
many stakes horses figure and there are few easy throw-outs.  For that reason, 
please tread cautiously and pick your spots.  Budget your bankroll for the day and 
act accordingly. 

I have debated long and hard about every horse on this card, analyzing their recent 
races, their competitions, the trips they had and how they fit under the anticipated 
race shape. I employ numerous handicapping tools, watch replays, and do a deep 
dive into the past performances, to help answer the pivotal questions.  

 

Weather conditions 

Wet weather on both Thursday and Friday will cause some ‘give’ in the turf 
course, but the weather is expected to better on Saturday.  The main track dries 
out quicker than any other course in the country, so fast is likely on the dirt 
course. 
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Bookmark the "Racetrack Weather" page at agameofskill.com for today and 3-day 
forecasts for tracks throughout the country.  Get multiple track locations all on one 
page. 

 

RICH NILSEN'S SELECTIONS FOR SATURDAY, MAY 7, 2022 

AGameofSkill.com 

No selections for races 2, 4, 13, 14. 

 

Churchill Downs, race 1, post time 10:30 ET 

Expected Pace: Congressman could be the lone speed in this spot for Todd Pletcher if the 
Also Eligibles 13,14,15 fail to draw into the field. 
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SPOT PLAY: # 2 MALIBU S S (12/1) – had a rough start and a wide trip in his debut, which is 
enough to ‘do in’ any first time starter. However, this Tom Amoss colt ran a sneaky good 
race, passing horses to get up for third and displaying a flash of talent in the process.  As a 
full sibling to a Grade 1 route winner, Malibu S S will appreciate the added ground and 
should move forward with a big effort 2nd time out.  Sports three good local works and gets 
a new rider in Tyler Gaff. 

2nd Selection: # 9 Congressman (4/1) 

3rd Selection: # 7 Warrior Johny (3/1) 

4th Selection: # 6 Vinco (8/1) 

5th Selection: # 10 Logico (9/2) 

Wagering Strategy: Bet #2 Malibu S S to Win and Place.  Exacta Box 2-9.  Trifecta partwheel 
2, 9 with 2, 6, 7, 9, 10 with ALL ($40 wager for $.50 increment). 

 

No selections for race 2.  This is a long day.  Remember to pick your spots and budget 
accordingly. 

 

Churchill Downs, race 3, post time 11:31 ET 

Expected Pace: Myfavoritedaughter, Ready Lady and Two Sixtyone should all show some 
speed and ensure legit fractions over the wet turf course. 

TURF ONLY SELECTIONS 

Top Selection: # 3 LADY ROCKSTAR (8/1) – Frankel filly owns solid form overseas and this 
barn, which has been firing well recently, is strong with this type of runner. Walsh is a 17% 
winner with +1.05 ROI with foreign runners that are getting Lasix and making their U.S. 
debut.  Figures to get favorable turf conditions with rain this past week. 

2nd Selection: # 8 Talking Book (9/2) 

3rd Selection: # 9 Queen Bourbun (9/2) 

4th Selection: # 7 Final Belle (3/1) 
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Wagering Strategy: Win/Place on #3 Lady Rockstar. Exacta partwheel 3 with 7, 8, 9. Reverse 
for half. 

 

 

No selections for race 4.   

 

 

 

Learn about handicapping every day at AGameofSkill.com. Sign up 
for the FREE monthly e-newsletter which will keep you abreast of 
horse racing news and handicapping tips from the experts. 

 

Churchill Downs, race 5, post time 12:36pm ET 

Expected Pace: The second choice, In Italian, will go to the front for trainer Chad Brown and 
attempt to wire this field off the short layoff with ‘give’ to the ground.  Although clearly very 
talented, we’ll take a shot that she fails to hang on for the exacta. 

Top Selection: # 8 Speak of the Devil (2/1) – her European form against some of the best in 
the country is hard to ignore.  Drops 12lbs and drops sharply in class.  We’ll take her for the 
win and try to get a price underneath. 

2nd Selection: # 2 Flower Point (8/1) 

3rd Selection: # 5 Wakanaka (6/1) 

Spot Play Wagering Strategy: Exacta 8 with 2, 5.  Small reverse. 
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Churchill Downs, race 6, post time 1:14 ET 

Expected Pace: Injuction is the expected pace setter in the Knicks Go with Frosted Grace 
closest in pursuit.  Honest fractions ensue. 

Top Selection: # 11 NECKER ISLAND (6/1) had a less than ideal trip in the Oaklawn Mile last 
time out against a very good field. Son of Hard Spun owns five career wins at Churchill 
Downs and will appreciate the return to his favorite track (he is 1 for 13 elsewhere).  Will 
offer a square price in a wide-open race. 

2nd Selection: # 2 Shared Sense (3/1) 

3rd Selection: # 4 Dream Shake (5/2) 

4th Selection: # 8 Injuction (15/1) 

5th Selection: # 9 Frosted Grace (15/1) 

Wagering Strategy: Exacta partwheel 11 with 2, 4, 8, 9.  Reverse. 

 

Churchill Downs, race 7, post time 1:56 ET 

Expected Pace: Longshot Kavod will shoot to the front of the Pat Day and try to pull off the 
shocker at big odds.  

Top Selection: # 5 JACK CHRISTOPHER (2/1) undefeated Grade 1-winning two year old for 
trainer Chad Brown was scratched the morning of the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile, a race I 
expected him to win.  He’s been training well for his long-awaited return to the races and 
should take some beating in this spot. 

2nd Selection: # 10 Doppelganger (6/1) 

3rd Selection: #  8 Kavod (20/1) 

4th Selection: # 1 Major General (9/2) 

5th Selection: #11 My Prankster (4/1) 

Wagering Strategy: Exacta box 5-8-10.  Trifecta partwheel 5 with 1, 8, 10, 11 with ALL ($40 
wager for $1 increments). 
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Churchill Downs, race 8, post time 2:48 ET 

Expected Pace: Lady Rocket is the speed of the speed in this field.  She’ll go to the front 
under Irad and try to go gate to wire.  Edgeway will be closest in pursuit. 

Top Selection: # 6 BELL’S THE ONE (5/1) – as honest a racehorse as you’ll ever find. This 
mare always unleashes her powerful late run and she figures to get a nice pace to close into 
this afternoon.  This is one of her favorite tracks with 7 of 8 times in the exacta.  Square 
price in a wide open field. 

2nd Selection: # 1 Lady Rocket (5/1) 

3rd Selection: #  2 Just One Time (3/1) 

4th Selection: # 4 Kimari (9/2) 

5th Selection: # 5 Obligatory (7/2) 

 

Churchill Downs, race 9, post time 3:40 ET 

Expected Pace: Main Event will use his inside post to go to the lead and attempt to clear two 
speed horses to his outside – Dowagiac Chief and Portfolio Company. 

Top Selection: # 7 Sy Dog (7/2) – undefeated colt from the Graham Motion barn has been 
very impressive in all three career starts.  Closed into a slow pace last time out over ‘good’ 
ground and still got up to win.  This horse fits the profile of an American Turf winner.  

2nd Selection: # 3 Red Run (15/1) 

3rd Selection: # 6 Portfolio Company (9/2) 

4th Selection: # 8 Royal Spirit (15/1) 

5th Selection: # 2 Main Event (5/1) 

Wager Strategy: Exacta box 2-3-6-7-8.  Exacta partwheel 7 with 2, 3, 6, 8. 
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Churchill Downs, race 10, post time 4:31 ET 

Expected Pace: Speedball Jackie’s Warrior is the lone frontrunner in this field.   

Top Selection: # 3 Jackie’s Warrior (5/2) failed in this type of spot in the Breeders’ Cup 
Sprint as the likely lone speed, but we’ll forgive the Asmussen charge who is two for two at 
Churchill Downs and 9 for 13 lifetime.  He figures to clear early under Rosario and take 
some beating to run down. 

2nd Selection: # 1 Aloha West (7/2) 

3rd Selection: # 7 Mind Control (5/1) 

Other contenders: # 5, 6, 8 

Wagering Strategy: Considering keying the top choice in multi-race wagers. 

 

Churchill Downs, Race 11, TURF CLASSIC, post time 5:27 ET 

Expected Pace: Tribhuvan will dictate the early pace with longshot Bizzee Channel in 
pursuit.  Honest fractions likely. 

Notes: The favorite Shirls Speight has won three in a row and is exiting a hard race, a nose 
win at Keeneland.  He has won back to back races at 9-1 odds and now will be a short price.   
Pass. 

Top Selection: # 5 MIRA MISSION (10/1) – has really improved since moving into the barn 
of trainer Ian Wilkes, the former Carl Nafzger assistant.  It’s hard to go against two logical 
Chad Brown horses (our 2nd and 3rd selections), but this horse loves to win and gets pace to 
close into.  Handles wet turf well and will be a nice price. 

2nd Selection: # 4 Tribhuvan (4/1) 

3rd Selection: # 3 Public Sector (5/1) 

4th Selection: #10 Santin (6/1) 

Wagering Strategy: Bet #5 Mira Mission to Win/Place.  Exacta box 3-4-5-10. 
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Churchill Downs, race 12, Kentucky Derby, post time 6:57 ET 

Expected Pace: Tampa Bay Derby champ Classic Causeway will go to the front and attempt 
to wire this field.  He will receive mid-race pressure from the likes of Messier, runner-up in 
the Santa Anita Derby and possible favorite Epicenter.  Pioneer of Medina will also be 
forwardly placed. 

Additional Notes:  

Top Selection: # 1 MO DONEGAL (10/1) made a powerful, sustained run to catch the 
speedy Early Voting, trained by Chad Brown, in the Wood Memorial. Mo Donegal’s final 
3/8th of a mile in that race was an eye-opening 35.59, earning a monster 121 Bris Late Pace 
Rating!  In last year’s Remsen Stakes he closed into a pedestrian-like pace and outgamed 
Zandon to the wire, scoring the bob at the finish.  The latter is the morning line favorite and 
will be a much shorter price than this rival who has already defeated him (albeit a nose) and 
is trained by two-time Kentucky Derby winning trainer Todd Pletcher. 

The rail post is obviously not ideal.  However, it’s not as bad since they switched to a single 
gate in 2020, and his style is to drop back off the pace and make his run under one of the 
game’s best, Irad Ortiz.  Team Donegal has started only three horses in the Derby over the 
past 12 years and two of them have hit the board, and neither of those horses were as good 
as Mo Donegal.  This past week they sold a minority piece of the horse to owner Mike 
Repole, who knows a thing or two about winning major stakes races.  In a race where there 
is not a whole lot separating the top contenders, the wise decision is to go with the value. 

2nd Selection: # 10 ZANDON (3/1) this colt has done absolutely nothing wrong, and he 
overcame traffic last time out in the Blue Grass Stakes to win going away.  Top trainer Chad 
Brown has been briming with confidence in the weeks leading up to this race, and the colt 
has been training very well.  Could last year’s Remsen Stakes 1-2 finishers duplicate that 
finish in the Run for the Roses? I think that is a distinct possibility. [According to Derek 
Simon’s Derby Betting Guide, Blue Grass starters are 1 for 90 in the Derby since 1997!] 

3rd Selection: # 6 MESSIER (6/1) – the runner-up in the Santa Anita Derby reminds me a lot 
of the late Kentucky Derby winner Medina Spirit.  He got run down late by Taiba, but there 
is no guarantee that result will happen again.  Messier figures to be vying for the lead 
turning for home and that, historically, is a good spot to be in.  Taiba is an incredibly 
talented horse but the lack of works since the big win, coupled with the barn switch, is a 
concern.  Messier has trained harder than his stablemate, so I’m expecting a better result 
from Messier than Taiba. 
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4th Selection: # 3 EPICENTER (7/2) has been ultra impressive in his wins at Fair Grounds, but 
he did benefit from ground-saving trips and will be fairly short price in this competitive 
Derby field.  Jockey Joel Rosario will have to avoid getting in a bad spot along the inside in 
the early running, but he is one of the best riders in the land for a reason.  [Steve Asmussen, 
despite success at other tracks, has lost his last 72 races in a row in Kentucky dating back to 
late last year] 

5th Selection: # 7 CROWN PRIDE (20/1) has been training like a freak in the last couple of 
weeks at Churchill Downs, and as many horseplayers know, Japanese horses have been 
winning major races all of the world dating back to last year’s Breeders’ Cup.  This colt has a 
sneaky good pedigree for the race, going back to Sunday Silence in the family tree.  His lone 
loss, going one mile in the mud, featured a horrific trip – very bad start, early move, wide 
move.  He rebounded off that to win impressively in the UAE Derby.  One of the world’s top 
riders, Christophe Lemaire, is in for the ride. The big concern is that Crown Pride has clearly 
become the ‘wise guy’ horse.  Those are the horses that get all the buzz leading up to the 
Derby, get bet down, and typically don’t hit the board. I’m still using him. 

6th Selection: #16 CYBERKNIFE (20/1) is conditioned by the always dangerous Brad Cox and 
he has been training well at Churchill Downs in preparation for the big race.   Despite being 
light on the speed ratings and final fractions, he has hit the exacta in 5 of 6 career starts and 
retains Geroux, a big money rider. 

Other Contenders: # 12, 15, 8, 5, 19 

RECOMMENDED WAGERING STRATEGIES 

Win wager on # 1 Mo Donegal.   

Win wager on # 7 Crown Pride at odds of 12-1 or higher. 

Exacta partwheel 1 with 3, 6, 7, 10, 16.  Reverse for half.   Exacta box 1-3-6-7-10. 

Trifecta partwheels: 

# 1, 6, 10 with 1, 3, 6, 7, 10, 16 with ALL ($135 wager for $.50 increment) 

# 1 with 8, 12, 15 with ALL ($27 wager for $.50 increment) 

Remember to always wager within your comfort zone and best of luck in this year's 
Kentucky Derby! 
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No selections for races 13 and 14. 

 

Thank you for the purchase of this Kentucky Derby package.  Best of luck and enjoy the 
races! 

 

Always double check the program numbers prior to wagering. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BetPTC.com - Sign up Bonus + Cash back on every wager 

Enter promo code "AGOS" 

If you are looking for a place to make wagers on top tracks from the 
comfort of your home or on the road, look to Premier Turf Club 
(www.betptc.com). Licensed and regulated in the state of Oregon, 
BetPTC has safely and securely handled over $375 million in wagers 
since 2007.  
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What separates BetPTC from other online wagering companies? First, 
they are known for their superior customer service. At BetPTC the 
members are not just another number to them. Secondly, BetPTC 
rewards its members with cash back on every wager they make. 

Wager on top tracks with Premier Turf Club. Visit www.betptc.com today 
and upgrade your online wagering experience. Enter promo code 
"AGOS" for special cash back incentives. 
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BONUS! 

Belmont Park - May 7, 2022    
       

Race 1 
Expected 
Pace Leaders Stalkers 

Mid-
Pack Closers Unknown 

8.50 Furlongs / Dirt Slow 4 1-3 2-5   

       
Race 2       
8 Furlongs / Dirt Modest 6-4 2-5 3-1   

       
Race 3       
11.00 Furlongs / Inner Turf Slow 5 4-2 3-1   

       
Race 4       

8.50 Furlongs / Turf Honest 2-4 3-10 
7-6-1-9-

8  5 

       
Race 5       
7.00 Furlongs / Dirt Honest 6-3 4-1-5 2 7  

       
Race 6       

8.50 Furlongs / Turf Honest 10 7-5-6 8-3-4 
11-13-

9 1-2-12 
Note: 7, 8, 13 are MTOs       

       
Race 7       
6.50 Furlongs / Dirt Unknown 7 1-4 6  2-3-5 

       
Race 8       
9.00 Furlongs / Inner Turf Modest 3-4-7 2-1 8-6-5   

       
Race 9       
6.00 Furlongs / Turf Honest 1A-5 11-6-7 10-9-2-8 12-4-3 1 
1A, 11, 8, 12, 3 are MTOs       

       
Race 10       
8 Furlongs / Dirt Slow *2 4-3 5-1   

       
Race 11       

6.00 Furlongs / Inner Turf Modest 10-4 
11-12-2-

9 6-1A-1 3-8 5-7 
10,11,12, 1A, 5 are MTOs       

       
 


